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If history and theatre is your forte, and you are only able to see one 
show this entire Festival, it has to be “The Man Who Was Hamlet”. You 
will be amazed, delighted, amused and shocked as you watch George 
Dillon acting as the scandalous Edward de Vere, 17th Earl of Oxford, in 
a brilliant production in which he not only performs, but which he 
actually wrote! Easily one of the best shows of the Fringe, the 
audience explores the life of Edward, his father’s death, his years 
being raised by and living in the home of Queen Elizabeth I’s main 
adviser, William Cecil, through his outrageous life and antics. 
 
A master storyteller and amazing actor, Dillon takes the audience 
through the main life events and associated emotions of the Earl, from 
passion to grief, excitement to irritation, while they sit so enraptured 
that you could hear a pin drop. Dillon uses his hands, movement, body 
(sword) and accents well, also playing the parts of the different 
characters he refers to, including the stoic Queen Elizabeth I, which 
has the audience collapsing with laughter. 
 
This is a highly amusing account, with many hilarious anecdotes, yet 
encompasses what seems like every human emotion imaginable, and 
the audience feels like they are taking an emotional roller-coaster 
ride, as they go from laughter to pain, grief to insanity in what seems 
like a moment. Dillon’s performance is five stars and more, his eye 
contact with the audience members draws them into the story, and he 
is thoroughly spell-binding to watch. The music, sound and lighting 
effects in this production are absolutely brilliant, changing the mood 
and making all the difference. This production cannot be admired, 
complimented and recommended more. Dillon is an exceptionally 
talented man, and Hairline will be first in the queue for tickets if he is 
back at the Fringe in 2011. 
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