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Enoughto take breah away

Theatre

Graft — Tales of an Actor,
Komedia@ Southside

Robert Thomson

WITH Steven Berkoff's Messah
premiering elsewhere onthe
Fringe, it would be eay to
dismissGeorge Dill on's one-
man adaptation d the writer's
"tales of an aador" as smply the
homage of atrue disciple. No-
one dse catures Berkoff's voice
quite like Dill on, after all. This,
however, would be agrave
disservice, overlooking the
virtuosity of Dill on's
performancethat makes Harry -
the conspiracy-theorising fail ed
aaor - very much his own; that
holds the audience so rapt that at
points | am convinced we
colledively stopped breahing.

It would also doan injury to
Berkoff's writing that is ©
incisive, so damning of the
"business' of thedre, that the
young adressin the row
behind me turned to her
companion at the end, and with
asigh that verged onteas sid:
"So what are we going to do
now?' Shewas not referring to
therest of the evening. It is
certainly atragedy - thislife of
arep ador with orly a
modicum of talent but a
bladkly comic one, and Dill on
clowns as much as he
grimaces, strutting and fretting
hishou uponthe stagein a
way that is intuitive and
inventive - the most compelli ng
storytelling you will see



