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George Dill on, Steven Berkoff 's "disc iple" for more than twenty 

years, tells the story of Harry, an actor, from his first audition for 
a local authority grant, through the highs and lows of a long 
career, to its end.  

 
And a fine performance it is, an ob ject lesson to Harry who 

never had Dill on 's talents or sk ill s. He doesn't hold the stage for 
an hou r and a quarter: he is the stage on which Harry's li fe 
unfolds, sweeping the audience along wi th irresistable force.  

 
The text is Berkoff at his best: insightful and tightly written. It 

is good to see him gett ing b ack to where we are used to seeing 
him, after the dire Massage of '97. In Graft we see the real 
Berkoff .  

 
The play shou ld be compulsory viewing for all w ho want to 

take up an acting career, for nothing could be more calculated to 
put them off . Harry's li fe is a sad on e: yes, it provides us, the 
audience, wi th some very funn y moments but, even in the (very) 
occas ional high spot, a sense of futili ty and sadness pervades 
the story.  

 
But above all else, excellently written though the play is, it is 

Dill on 's performance whch sticks in the mind, a virtuoso 
performance to cherish and a standard for the rest of the Fringe 
to live up to! 
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